Shekinah 2021: Grounds and Physical Plant Update

Canada Summer Jobs Crew - L-R: Austin Goertzen (Hepburn), Jake Molander (White City), Hamilton Fast (Shekinah), Blade Wiggins
(Saskatoon), Owen Gustafson (Saskatoon), Connor Molander (White City), Matt Pederberg (Saskatoon, in front)

One of the ironies to the Covid-19 slowdown is that we finally had the time to take care of issues
with our physical setting and buildings; however, we had very little income to allow us to address
these issues.
As a small, service oriented non-profit, set on nearly 300 acres of land, we need people to carry
out the necessary work. Covid – and some worker departures and layoffs – meant that we again
operated with a skeleton staff for the year.
The Canada Summer Jobs (CSJ) program was a huge help to us. We were able to hire 6 workers
for an 8 week term in July and August, 2021. The extra hands – and the enthusiasm – got a number of
projects off our plate.
The Crew were able to trim trails, pull weeds, clean up the pole shed (!), clear spots for a campground
(coming in 2022. See the pic at the end.) and move outhouses.
It was great to have these people on site.

Front of Office

A job that has been nagging at us is the area in front of the office. Thanks to having 6 strong, young
backs, we were able to bring in gravel, kill off weeds, and haul in a few rocks for good measure. We’ll
plant some green things in spring and call it good!
Not only was the site neat as a pin by the end of their stay, The Crew brought much needed energy and
optimism to Shekinah! Thanks, guys.

Bridge
The old bridge across the creek on Ravine floated down the creek to the start of Ravine Trail, so
we decided to create a permanent solution. Volunteers helped to move the timbers and other
materials – no mean feat! – to the new location, upstream from the old bridge.

RJC High School’s Grade 11 “Thrive” class joined us and gave us a huge boost, both in work and
in morale. In addition to giving us much appreciated help at the bridge, they also hauled junk, cleaned
up, and stained decks at our Cabins By The Pond.
Thanks, Thrivers!
We were able to finish the bridge just before the weather turned. While it needs a bit more work on
the handrails, it is completely safe and useable.

Timber Lodge

Our Timber Lodge back stairs collapsed over summer. As these stairs are an emergency exit, it was
critical to repair them as quickly as possible. Thanks to the extended fall, we were able to address the
situation. A coat of stain in spring will have these looking like new!
A huge thanks to Scott Feick, both for his skills in carpentry as well as his concrete skills. Scott
has helped Shekinah out many times, and his commitment and skills are very much appreciated.
Our friends and long-time partners at KC Plumbing spent a few days in our Timber Lodge,
addressing leaky PEX piping. In an unusual occurrence, we had our hot water pipes degrade to a
point that they no longer held water.
This tends to be a problem.
KC was able to replace all the faulty piping with very little damage to the existing drywall. Many
thanks to Craig and his crew.

Grounds

Another project we stroked off the list was our playground area. Lakeshore Tree Farms donated
parts of several playground structures to Shekinah. We were able to whittle the pieces down into a
cohesive unit. The structure has already been christened by many little hands and feet. Thanks to
Aaron, Vic, and Lee Krahn for this great addition to Shekinah.

EV Charging Station

In late fall, we were approached about putting in an Electric Vehicle (EV) charging station. As it
is in keeping with Shekinah’s approach of treading as lightly on our small piece of the planet as
possible, we were excited about the possibility. After a quick straightening of the outdoor electrical
panel near the amphitheater, we are now the owners of a fully operational EV charging station!
Thanks to Jared Regier for installing the EV station! Jared can be contacted to explain the ins and
outs of charging stations, electric cars, and painting VW bugs. Contact the office for his information.

Our Cabins By The Pond have needed an update for some time. As we were unable to host large
groups, we felt renovating these cabins would pay for themselves. After painting floors, installing beds,
updating all appliances, and doing some simple decorating, our renovations were indeed paid for …
with a small profit as well.
The cabins have been a big hit, with guests ranging from individuals on a week-long retreat to a couple
of families renting both cabins for a small getaway. The renovations have been welcome, and the
indoor toilets have gotten top marks for convenience!
Many thanks to Nick Fast for helping us with electrical improvements.
Winter use of the cabins is already happening, and we are expecting steady use starting in spring
of 2022.

Physical Plans for 2022
There are a number of projects we are looking at in 2022:
Dock Area: We will be looking at different dock area solutions, as well as good ways to get from the
Boardwalk into the water. This will make getting canoes and people in and out of the water much easier
and safer.
Cabins By The Pond roofs. The shingles on the cabins hit their due date a few years ago. Our plan is
to replace them with metal roofs in the new year. This will mean that all roofing at Shekinah will be
metal, except for the executive director house (A frame), which will need replacing in 2023.
Our Timber Lodge kitchen needs some minor updating. It will need a new hood fan for the stove
area and new measuring cups and other essentials.
Water. Water issues continue at Shekinah, although, with the small numbers of people we were able to
host in 2021, we were able to get by. We believe we have a workable system that will meet our needs
going forward. Look for more information on this project in Spring 2022.
Our physical plant spending is always in tension with our spending on people and programs. We
were able to get a good start on our physical plant list in 2021. 2022 will require large expenditures on
people and programs, as we ramp up to host school groups, summer camp, and guests to our rental
facilities.
If you would like to talk about any of our projects or are interested in investing in our future plans,
please contact Ron or Sue at the Shekinah office or donate online.
Thank you for continuing to support the place and people we call Shekinah: a place were all can
experience the presence of God through a beautiful setting and caring people.
Ron & Sue Schellenberg
Shekinah Executive Co-Directors

